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Wei-Tartars. All in turn were to leave their impress on
Buddhism and its art.

THE SPIRIT OF THE MAURYAS
I. ALEXANDER AND POROS

When Poros, who had nobly discharged his duties throughout
the battle, performing the part not only of a general, but also that of
a gallant soldier, saw the slaughter of his cavalry and some of his
elephants lying dead, and others wandering about sad and sullen
without their drivers, while the greater part of his infantry had been
killed, he did not, after the manner of Darius, the great king, aban-
don the field and show his men the first example of flight, but, on
the contrary, fought on as long as he saw any Indians maintaining
the contest in a united body; but he wheeled around on being
wounded in the right shoulder, where only he was unprotected by
armour in the battle. All the rest of his person was rendered shot-
proof by his coat of mail which was remarkable for its strength and
the closeness with which it fitted his person, as could afterwards be
observed by those who saw him. When he found hirilself wounded,
he turned his elephant around and began to retire. Alexander,
perceiving that he was a great man, and valiant in fight, was anxious
to save his life, and for that purpose sent to him first of all Taxiles
the Indian. Taxiles, who was on horseback, approached as near the
elephant which carried Poros as seemed safe and entreated him,
since it was no longer possible for him to flee, to stop his elephant
and listen to the message he brought from Alexander, But Poros,
on finding that the speaker was his old enemy Taxiles, turned
around and prepared to smite him with his javelin; and he would
probably have killed him had not Taxiles instantly put his horse to
the gallop and got beyond the reach of Poros. But not even for this
act did Alexander feel any resentment against Poros, but sent to him
messenger after messenger, and last of all Meroes, an Indian, as he
had learned that Poros and this Meroes were old friends* As soon
as Poros heard the message which Meroes brought just at a, time
when he was overpowered by thirst, he made his elephant halt and
dismounted. Then, when he had taken a draught of water, and felt
revived, he requested Meroes to conduct him without delay to
. Alexander,

He was then conducted to Alexander, who, on learning that
Meroes was approaching with him, rode forward in front of his line
with a few of the companions to meet him. Then, reining in his